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News from the Principal  
By Taylor Irish 

 
Chelsea Primary School extends a very warm welcome back to 2020 and an 
extra warm welcome to our new families that are beginning their journey with 
us today. Our new Prep students began school yesterday and are already 
showing us that they are more than ready for school.  
Today was a very calm and settled day, and students have been familiarising 
themselves with their classrooms for 2020, teachers have gone through the 
expectations of both staff and students to ensure clear communication and 
positive relationship building. A big thank you to all the parents who 
volunteered on holidays to keep the school looking neat and tidy. All teachers 
have put in a great deal of work into their room over the holidays, preparing 
the space, organising resources and supplies and making the learning 
environments conducive to learning. The students were eager to begin and we 
are very impressed at how well they have settled and started the year. Let’s 
not forget structured lessons begin at 9:00 am. Punctuality and organisation 
are vital for learning success!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me introduce other new members of staff for 2020:  
Year 1/2 Team as Educational support - Lorella Baltas  
Year 3/4 Team as Educational support - Revere Beynon 
 
 
TERM 1 2020 STAFFING – THE WHO’S WHO  
Administration  
Principal    Mr Taylor Irish  
Assistant Principal   Mrs Jan Smith  

Calendar of Events 

 

January 

31st 

No school assembly due to heat 

 

February 
6th 
District Swimming Time Trials – 
8.00am 
7th 
3.00pm School assembly 

10th 

5.00pm to 6.30pm Foundation BBQ 
and meet new families  

6.30pm to 7.30pm Year 1/2 Parent 
Information Meeting 

11th 

5.30pm to 6.30pm Year 3/4 Parent 
Information Meeting 

6.30pm to 7.30pm Year 5/6 Parent 
Information Meeting 

13th 

Year 5/6 Excursion to Parliament 
House 
14th 

3.00pm School assembly 

18th and 19th 

Year 1 to 6 Parent/Teacher Wellbeing 
Conferences 

19th 

District Swimming 

21st 

3.00pm School assembly 

27th 

9.00 am to 11.00am Year 5/6 Wipe 
Out Waste Incursion 

28th 

3.00pm School assembly 

http://www.chelseaps.vic.edu.au


  Page 2 

 

Business Manager         Mrs Jacky Russell  
Office Manager         Mrs Jacqui Waltzer (Monday to Thursday)  
Office support         Ms Ledam Nguyen (Monday, Thursdays & Friday)  
 
Teaching Staff Class Name  
Foundation F1         Ms Justine Gallo (Team Leader) 
Foundation F2         Mrs Rebecca Cole (Monday to Wednesday)  
          & Mrs Kathy Braysmith (Thursday & Friday) 
Year 1/2 J1          Mrs Trudi Braysmith  (Team Leader)  
Year 1/2 J2          Mr Matthew Pepi  
Year 1/2 J3          Mrs Wendy Stansfield  
Year 3/4 M1         Mrs Vicki Middleton (Team Leader)  
Year 3/4 M2         Mrs Christine Hulse  
Year 3/4 M3         Mr David Hewet  
Year 5/6 S1          Mrs Fiona Sewell (Team Leader)  
Year 5/6 S2          Ms Sarah Ebbott  
Year 5/6 S3          Mr Andrew Cumming  
Art           Mrs Nikki Morecroft  
Korean culture         Ms Sarah Park  
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics)   Ms Sarah Park  
Physical Education        Ms Courtney McDonald 
 
Education Support Staff  
Foundation         Mrs Tanya Todd  
Foundation & Year 1/2        Mrs Bernadette Burton 
Year 1/2          Mrs Katie Lockyer  
Year 3/4          Mrs Marie Lancaster  
Year 3/4 & 5/6         Mrs Tamlyn Dwyer  
Year5/6          Mrs Michelle Tilley 
 
Literacy Intervention Team 
Team Leader         Mrs Kathy Braysmith (Monday to Wednesday) 
Educational Support        Mrs Sue Bray (Monday to Wednesday) 
Educational Support       Mrs Tanya Todd (Thursday) 
 
Other extra curricula programs will be delivered throughout the year, providing students with access to a range of 
creative and enjoyable learning experiences.  
 
PARENT INFORMATION MEETINGS  
Teachers will conduct an information night for parents and carers. These sessions will provide an opportunity for 
teachers to outline the expectations at each year level, discuss the curriculum, homework, excursions, camps and 
extra-curricular activities.  
 
Monday 10th February  
5.00pm to 6.30pm        Foundation BBQ, meet the new families 
6.30pm to 7.30pm        Year 1/2 
 
Tuesday 11th February  
5:30pm to 6:30pm        Year 3/4 
6:30pm to 7:30pm        Year 5/6 
 
We also have Parent/Teacher Wellbeing Conferences for students in Year 1 to 6 on Tuesday 18th & Wednesday 19th 
February. Details regarding booking times and other relevant information will be outlined in the coming weeks.  
 
Have a fantastic weekend!  
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News from the Assistant Principal  
By Jan Smith 
 
WELCOME BACK!     

Welcome back to 2020! 

It has been lovely catching up with students over this week and hearing about all their holiday fun! Our new Prep 

students have begun with great smiles and enthusiasm and are already showing us that they are more than ready for 

the school year. 

It seems that many families found time to visit Street Eats at Bicentennial Park, the gorgeous Chelsea Beach and 
enjoyed bike rides and visits to the movies. 
We warmly welcome our new families to our fantastic Chelsea community and hope your time with us will be positive 
and memorable. 
We do have a wonderful school and I am sure the new students will thoroughly enjoy being part of the Chelsea 
Primary School community  
 
 
BUSHFIRES 
 
Our thoughts go to people who have been affected by the recent bushfires.  
If air quality is affected, our school will take actions to limit the impact of smoke, including keeping windows and doors 
closed, switching air conditioners to ‘recirculate’, and establishing a clean room sealed from smoke. 
The Department of Education and Training (DET) outlines that schools do not generally close due to poor air quality. 
However, under emergency circumstances, schools may contact their Regional Director to consider appropriate 
actions. 
The decision to close any school will be made on a case-by-case basis. Considerations will include forecast of length of 
smoke impact, any surrounding fire risk and road closures. 
We will liaise the EPA AirWatch site, for air quality information. 
As a precaution, if your child suffers from asthma, please ensure that we have an up to date Asthma Plan.  
 
 
ASSEMBLY  

We are looking forward to our families coming along to our first assembly next Friday afternoon at 3pm in the MPR. It 
will be a wonderful opportunity to welcome our new prep students. Assemblies are great to catch up on what’s 
happening around Chelsea Primary School, see our student voice in action, hear about extra-curricular events and be 
entertained by our individual classes and awesome Chelsea C Majors (our Year 3-6 choir). Throughout this term, 
classes will showcases our school values, ‘The Chelsea Way’ and their future goals.  
 
 
GETTING LITERACY RIGHT FROM THE START-PREP TESTING 

To ensure they get the very best start, every Prep student will be assessed using the mandated English Online 
Interview (EOI). The EOI is a tool for assessing the English skills of students across the three modes of English: 
Reading, phonics, speaking and listening.  
Mathematics: Mathematical capabilities 
Teachers gather valuable data on a student’s capabilities and plan for their learning and development throughout the 
year. It’s another data source to support schools in their implementation of Literacy goals.  
Thank you to our prep parents who have organised appointments with classroom teachers over the next few 
Wednesdays -5th February, 12th February, 19th February and 26th February. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/for-community/airwatch


  Page 4 

 

During these sessions, parents will also have the opportunity to share any additional information with their child’s 
teacher.  If you have any questions about booking a time or would like further information about the assessments, 
please do not hesitate to see your child’s teacher. 
Throughout this term, Tanya Todd-one of our Intervention staff will also be assessing prep students using FELA-
Foundations of Early literacy Assessment. This provides additional information relating to students’ phonological 
knowledge. 
 
FROM THE STUDENT WELLBEING TEAM 
FEELING SAFE TOGETHER 
With our ongoing commitment to student wellbeing, we are pleased to offer the much respected ‘Feeling Safe 
Together’ program to our whole school community. This protective behaviours preventative education program 
consists of age appropriate sessions for each year level.  Our staff are completing a two hour information session on 
Tuesday night and parents are invited to attend an information session with the date to be finalised shortly. This 
parent session outlines the program and how it can be supported within the home and community.  
  
WHAT A POSITIVE START! 
To support our School Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) approach, our classes have been contributing CPS 
Behaviour Matrix which outlines expectations in the playground, the yard, learning spaces, toilets and even on 
excursions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SWPBS is a whole school approach designed to promote and maintain a safe and orderly learning environment for all 
students and staff. It focuses on everyone and all settings within the school and promotes a positive focus on academic 
and behavioural outcomes across the school. It clearly defines our core expected behaviours, which are: 
 Respect 
 Relationships 
 Resilience 
 Responsibility 
We look forward to sharing our new matrix with the community shortly.  
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond the class-
room. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out on the opportuni-
ty to join their classmates for important, educational and fun activities. It is part of making Victoria the Edu-
cation State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link between a student’s background and 
their outcomes.  
 
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 
School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors, excursions encourage a 
deeper understanding of how the world works and sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership. All are 
part of a healthy curriculum. 
 
CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, 
camps and sporting activities. 
 
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for 
CSEF. A special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance is 
paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the bene-
fit of your child. 
 
The annual CSEF amount per student is: 
 $125 for primary school students 
 $225 for secondary school students  
 
HOW TO APPLY 
New applicants should contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download from 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 
 
If you applied for the CSEF at your child's school in 2019, you do not need to complete an application 
form in 2020 unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. 
 
You only need to complete an application form if any of the following changes have occurred: 
 new student enrolments; your child has started or changed schools in 2020 or you did not apply in 

2019.  
 changed family circumstances; such as a change of custody, change of name, concession card num-

ber, or new siblings commencing at the school in 2020. 
 
Check with the school office if you are unsure.  
 
MORE INFORMATION 
For more information about the CSEF visit www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 
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News from the Office 
By Ledam 

Personal details 
If you have made any changes to details such as address, phone numbers, emergency contact, please inform the 
office as soon as possible.  
 
Medications 
Please ensure all medication for your children are supplied to the office as soon as possible. Action plan for 
allergic reactions, anaphylaxis and asthma are available at the office. 
 
 
Compass 
Our school uses Compass as our Parent Portal. 
 
What is Compass ?  
Using your log in details you will be able to ; 

 Access your child's Student Semester Reports. 

 Book your Parent/Student Led/Teacher Conferences 

 View your child's school attendance information 

 Approve or enter upcoming or past absences for your child. 

 Update your registered email and mobile number details (used for SMS alerts) for accessing information regarding upcoming 
events and news 
 
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE ACCESS TO COMPASS, PLEASE COME 
AND SPEAK TO THE OFFICE LADIES. 
 

Adding a Note or Approval 
Adding a Note or Approval through Compass Parent 
Portal, Parents can approve their children's unapproved 
absences or late arrivals. They will receive an alert on 
their Compass home page letting them know that their 
child/ren was marked late or absent and there is no 
note/approval on the system for it. Clicking on this 
notification will allow them to add a Note or Approval 
for one or more absences. 
To add a note or approval, they can select one or more 
of the absences listed, then select the "Explain with 
Note/Approval" button. Parents have a modified list of 
the options that the school has when adding a Note/
Approval. Please note that parents also cannot edit 
their notes or approvals once they've been saved, and 
will need to contact the school if changes need to be 
made.  
 
 
Adding a Note/Approval for a future absence 

Parents can also enter notes and approvals in advance, if 

they know their child is going to be absent from school. 

To  do this from their Home page, they can click on the 

'Add Attendance Note/Approval' link listed underneath 

the name of the relevant student. This will take them to 

the Attendance screen, with a pop-up window to enter 

details of the note or approval. Parents can then select 

the applicable date range - in the future if required. 
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The DET does not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by the DET.  

HOT LUNCH ORDER by Carvosso Cakes 

Envelopes are available at the table outside the office. 

Please insert the correct monies and no change will be 

provided. 

Envelope orders must be submitted to the office by 

Tuesday lunchtime for lunch delivered on 

Wednesdays. 

Steak pie  $4.00 & Vegetarian pastie $4.00, 

Sausage roll $3.00  

Meat and vegetable pastie 

$4.00 

Tomato sauce 20c 

Volunteer Information 

Session 

Thinking about 

volunteering?  

 

 Learn about the benefits  

Understand the definition of volunteering 

Find out how to look for local opportunities 

 Know your rights and responsibilities       

Network opportunities with community groups 

  
  
When:             Wednesday 11 March 2020 
Time:               6pm-7.30pm 
Where:            Cheltenham Library 
                        12/18 Stanley Ave, Cheltenham 
  
  
Light dinner will be provided. Bookings are essential.  
 
Contact Jane Yang, Volunteer Development Officer at 
Kingston City Council on 9581 4905 or via 
email: jane.yang@kingston.vic.gov.au  

Before and After 
School Care Program 

 

Kingston Council is proud to 
partner with Chelsea Primary 
school to offer a fun and 
exciting Before and After 
School Program that operates 
each day of the school term 
(excluding public holidays) in 
a supervised, relaxed, safe 

and fun environment. Each program has a dedicated 
Bachelor Qualified Educator along with our highly 
qualified and experienced Educator team. Sessions 
offer a mix of structured and unstructured indoor and 
outdoor games, art, craft, cooking and special events. 
 

For further information about the programs offered by 
the City of Kingston or to enrol in the service please 
click the link to visit their webpage: 
www.kingston.vic.gov.au/
beforeandafterschoolprogram or call 9581 4867 

mailto:jane.yang@kingston.vic.gov.au
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=Tut9g0GPz-_416EqdFtaF7r-O8dOiMMksX49RTdvaO2u_6aXcEDWCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.kingston.vic.gov.au%2fbeforeandafterschoolprogram
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=Tut9g0GPz-_416EqdFtaF7r-O8dOiMMksX49RTdvaO2u_6aXcEDWCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.kingston.vic.gov.au%2fbeforeandafterschoolprogram

