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News from the Principal   
By Taylor Irish   
 
Curriculum Day 
We were fortunate enough to be able to share our curriculum day with 
Bentleigh West PS who brought out Joe Ybarra from the USA. This was a great 
day of learning and collaboration for Chelsea PS staff. Joe went through all the 
fundamentals elements of Explicit Direct Instruction (EDI). Joe stepped us 
through the seven important elements of the EDI approach, and we focused on 
higher order questioning to differentiate for all learners. It was a great day. 
Below is a link and a short explanation of the EDI teaching model.  
 
What is EDI (Explicit Direction Instruction)? 
The approach is based on the premise that all children can learn and teachers 
can significantly improve achievement for all learners by implementing 
effective well-crafted lessons. EDI gives teachers step-by-step strategies to 
deliver effective lessons that maximise student learning across all areas of the 
Australian Curriculum in primary schools. The model was developed by John 
Hollingsworth and Dr Silvia Ybarra from DataWORKS and is based on 
educational theory, brain research, data analysis and direct instruction. Any 
students who are struggling to reach mastery receive small group or individual 
tuition while others complete independent practice. 
 
Key lesson design components 
EDI includes specific lesson design components including: 
• Learning objective. 
• Activate prior knowledge. 
• Concept development. 
• Skill development. 
• Lesson relevance. 
• Guided practice. 
• Lesson closure. 
• Independent practice. 
 
Visible features of a lesson include students using individual whiteboards and 
‘pair sharing’ with a fellow student so teachers can check for understanding 
and ensure the class have mastered concepts. 
 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

May 

24th, 31st 

School assembly 3pm in Multi 
purpose room 

27th—31st 

National reconciliation week 

27th May —7th June   

Excluding Wednesdays 

Prep to Year 4 Swimming Program 

 

June 

4th 

FOC Meeting at 3pm—Staffroom 

8th, 14th, 21st 

School assembly 3pm in Multi 
purpose room 

10th  

Queens Birthday (public holiday) 

11th 

Year 3/4 Healesville Sanctuary 
Excursion  

14th 

Year 5/6 Winter Lightning 
Premiership 

17th—21st 

Book Fair 

28th  

End of term—early dismissal 2.30pm 

 

July 

15th 

First day of term 3 

http://www.chelseaps.vic.edu.au
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Key lesson delivery strategies 
• Checking for understanding -continually verifying that students are learning while they are being taught 
• Explaining - teaching by telling 
• Modelling - teaching using think aloud to reveal to students the strategic thinking required to solve a problem 
• Demonstrating - teaching using physical objects to clarify the content and to support kinesthetic learning. 
 
https://goodtogreatschools.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/SP002_Fact-Sheet-About-EDI_v2.0_20141013_e.pdf 
 
Election Day BBQ & Cake Stall  
A thank you once again to the parents for organising the cake stall and egg & bacon & sausage sizzle for the Election 
Day. This is always popular and raises valuable dollars for the school. There was a wonderful choice of delicious cakes 
available, which is a testimony to the wonderful community spirit at Chelsea Primary School. The funds raised are 
being used to cover our action plan from our curriculum day last week (ratified by school council).  
 
Action Plan:  
Teacher Resources to support student learning and outcomes; 
 Teacher Lesson subscriptions to Educeri website – aligned to Victorian Curriculum & EDI teaching approach.  
 Mini whiteboards & markers 
 Explicit Direct Instruction Text books for teacher’s professional development.  

 
‘It takes a village to raise a child' Hilary Clinton. 

 

PREP TOURS & 2020 ENROLMENTS  

We are currently conducting weekly Parent Tours for 2020 prep enrolments. Families and friends are invited to make 

an appointment for a tour of the school by ringing the office on 9773 2055.  

We look forward to discussing our wonderful teaching and learning programs and visiting classrooms to see them in 

action. Visits from our many feeder preschools started last term. Current Chelsea families who have a prep starting in 

2020 can enrol now, and you can access an enrolment pack from the office or download electronically from the link 

below. 

https://www.chelseaps.vic.edu.au/page/168 

Have a safe and enjoyable week. 

News from the Assistant Principal 

By Jan Smith   
 
WE WANT OUR STUDENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  
We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing, and quality instruction, and are 
conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of our school. The Attitudes to School Survey is an annual stu-
dent survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to assist schools in gaining an understanding of stu-
dents' perceptions and experience of school. Our school will use the survey results to plan programs and activities to 
improve your child’s learning experiences. 
 
Students from Year 4, 5 and 6 at our school will participate in the survey. Your child will complete the survey online 
during school hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool.  It is important to note that we are not in any way 
“testing” your child. Your child has the right to refuse or withdraw from the survey at any point before, during, or 
after completion of the survey.  
Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey. The student login is an assigned identifier that 
may be used to link data for statistical and research purposes only. All responses to the survey are kept anonymous in 
the response file. Personal identification data will not be recorded in the survey response file. This ensures that the 
confidentiality of your child’s responses is protected at all times. 

https://goodtogreatschools.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/SP002_Fact-Sheet-About-EDI_v2.0_20141013_e.pdf
https://www.chelseaps.vic.edu.au/page/168
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This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted at our school over the period Monday 27th May to Friday 7 
June. The survey only takes up to 20 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class time. 
 
The survey results will be reported back to the school before the end of term 2. All survey data that is made available 
in reports are for groups of students only so that no individual student can be identified. Data suppression rules are 
used for schools with low student numbers per year level. 

 

If you would like more information, please speak to your child’s teacher or visit: 

 http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/performsurveyat.aspx  

 

WORKING BEE           

Special thanks to our families who helped to beautify our school last Friday. Pruning, planting 

and sweeping tasks really ‘zooshed up’ our school environment. Our Grounds and Maintenance 

team have some great plans to improve our school environment over the year. Anyone with 

time and skills to offer to support these plans is always appreciated. 

 

ELECTION DAY BBQ AND CAKE STALL       

Amid the most beautiful autumn weather, last Saturday’s Election Day BBQ and cake stall again highlighted our 

amazing school community’s generosity!  

A super group of parent volunteers served an array of delicious cakes and slices, (quite a few which found their way 

to the Smith household!) tasty bacon and egg burgers and sausages in bread (onions on the top).  Thank you so 

much to everyone who helped throughout the day including the families who provided such a delicious range of 

tasty treats to sell. 

We raised over $1,600 which will provide classroom resources that support our Explicit Instruction curriculum direc-

tions.  

Thank you to everyone for your support. It’s the Chelsea Way! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/performsurveyat.aspx
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THE ZONES OF REGULATION   
The Zones of Regulation is a programme that aims to help children notice the emotion they are feeling and 
then regulate themselves if they are feeling uncomfortable.  
 
Over the last six weeks our year 1/2 students will participated in sessions in this highly regarded program.   
 
To Start 
The program starts by helping children to identify which zone an emotion or feeling they are in. 
  
Blue Zone 
This is where you would be if you are feeling tired, sad, bored or sick. In general you are feeling slow and are 
mostly feeling uncomfortable. 
Green Zone 
This is where you feel happy, pleased, proud, content, calm and ready to learn. This is the ideal zone for 
children to be in when in class, feeling comfortable. 
Yellow zone 
This is when there is some loss of control; you may feel worried, scared or frustrated, behave in a silly way 
or be excited. In this zone you can be either comfortable or uncomfortable. 
Red Zone 
This is where there is a loss of control and can also be either comfortable of uncomfortable. You could be 
feeling rage, fury, elation or total fear. 
  
Students have explored these zones and learn to identify which zone they are in.  
Sometimes they can’t or don’t want to name the emotion but they can identify which zone they are in. 
  
Next 
Once children understand the concept of the zones they will they explore ways to help regulate themselves 
with the support of sensory devices and calming techniques.  
  
We want to help all students to recognize when they are beginning to feel uncomfortable in the yellow zone 
and have a toolbox of ideas to help them regulate themselves. 
  
At Home 
You can support you child/children at home by asking them which zone they are in and using I wonder  
“I wonder if you are in the yellow zone at the moment, you seem a bit worried.’ Naming the emotion will 
help them with their emotional literacy and show them that you can see they are feeling uncomfortable. 
  
Exploring sensory ideas to help your child feel calmer will also really help. Some children find colouring, play 
dough, using stress balls, time at the park or reading really beneficial. 
You could also try using relaxing music, children’s yoga for deep breathing exercises or mindfulness.  
  
Finally 
The key message is to help your child understand that it is ok to feel angry, be worried or scared but they do 
need to find ways to help themselves manage those uncomfortable feelings and self-sooth. This will also 
help them with their self-esteem and resilience. 
  
I hope you find this information useful, please do contact me at school if you would like any more 
information about the zones and ways to use them. 
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AUSTRALIA’S BIGGEST MORNING TEA 

Thank you everyone that came to our amazing morning tea raising funds for the Cancer 
Council.  Great effort as we raised $239.00. 

Keep earning and submitting your Earn and Learn stickers 
5186 stickers and still counting 

You are welcome to pop your stickers in our school collection box at Woolworths Chelsea and Woolworths Patter-
son Lakes. Alternatively, we have a collection box at the office or at the entry door in Birralee. 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE  - INFORMATION FOR PARENTS  
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSION FUND (CSEF) 
 
School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors, excursions encourage a deeper un-
derstanding of how the world works and sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership. All are part of a healthy 
curriculum. CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, 
camps and sporting activities.  
 
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A 
special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the school  
to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions, or sorting activities for the benefit of your child. 
 
The annual CSEF amount per Student is $125 for primary school students. 
For more information about the CSEF visit www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 
 
HOW TO APPLY 
New applicants should contact the school office to obtain a CESF application form or download from 
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 
If you applied for the CSEF at your child’s school in 2018 you do not need to compete an application form in 2019 
unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. 
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The DET does not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by the DET.  

HOT LUNCH ORDER REMINDER by Carvosso 

Cakes 

Envelopes are available at the table outside the 

office. 

Please insert the correct monies and no change 

will be provided. 

Envelope orders must be 

submitted to the office by 

Tuesday lunchtime for lunch 

delivered on Wednesdays. 

Steak pie  $4.00 & Vegetarian pastie $4.00 

Sausage roll $3.00  

Meat and vegetable pastie $4.00 

Tomato sauce 20c 

 

Free information session! 

Are you thinking about volunteering but don’t know where to 

start? Come along to this information session to find out 

everything you need to know about volunteering! 

Volunteer Information Session 

Definition of volunteering 

Benefits of volunteering 

Volunteer rights and responsibilities 

Volunteering in Kingston 

How to look for volunteer opportunities in Kingston? 

Date: Thursday 20 June 2019 

Time: 10.30am - 12pm 

Venue: Chelsea Activity Hub 

Address: 5 Showers Ave, Chelsea 

Morning tea will be provided. 


